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the science of language from the pale of the historical
to that of the physical sciences.

Becapitulation.

In thns considering and refuting the objections
which have been, or might be, made against the
admission of the science of language into the circle
of the physical sciences, we have arrived at some
results which it may be useful to recapitulate before
we proceed further. We saw that whereas philology
treats language only as a means, comparative philo-
logy chooses language as the object of scientific
inquiry. It is not the study of one language, but of
many, and in the end of all, which forms the aim of
this new science. Nor is the language of Homer of
greater interest, in the scientific treatment of human
speech, than the dialect of the Hottentots.

We saw, secondly, that after the first practical
acquisition and careful analysis of the facts and
forms of any language, the next arid most important
step is the classification, of all the varieties of human
speech, and that only after this has been accom-
plished, would it be safe to venture on. the great
questions which underlie all physical research, the
questions as to the what, the whence, and the why
of language.

We saw, thirdly, that there is a distinction between
what is called history and growth. We determined
the true meaning of growth, as applied to language,
and perceived how it was independent of the caprice
of man, and governed by laws that could be dis-
covered by careful observation. Though admitting
that the science of language was more intimately